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Memorandum Regarding REPA Proposed Rule:

I wanted to express several concerns regarding the proposed REPA licensure structure currently under consideration.  I serve on the Indiana Middle Level Education Association’s Advisory Board and am concerned with the impact the proposed changes will have on middle level education.

I. The licensure structure provides for two relevant grade clusters: K-6 and 6-12.  This eliminates the middle level grades (5-9) as a licensure area.  Several concerns are raised by this oversight:

· No provision is made for K-6 teachers who would like to add an endorsement to teach in grades 7-9.  This group currently represents the source of the largest growth in middle level Math and Science teacher candidates and they will be excluded.

· No provision is made for specific pedagogical training for early adolescents: candidates will remain unfamiliar with the social, emotional, physical, and intellectual growth that characterizes students age 10-15.  

· No provision is made for those candidates who are making the necessary conscious decision to teach in the middle level classroom.  Candidates who wish to teach at the middle level will be required to either major in elementary education and add a content major, or major in one or more content areas and add an elementary education minor in order to be adequately prepared.  These types of programs typically spend the vast majority of the professional preparation on teaching young children or on teaching single subjects in senior high school.

· The REPA proposal facilitate malpractice in middle level teacher preparation and licensure by not promoting and protecting the rights of all young adolescents by guaranteeing that middle level teachers have demonstrated the specialized knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed to be effective.

II. Alignment to Current Indiana Grade Level Academic Standards:  The K-6 and 6-12 structure does not recognize the range of content knowledge that the K-12 curriculum represents.

· Aligning the content knowledge necessary to teach at the middle level requires specialized and focused content area minors and majors at the higher education level.  

· One major or minor does not provide for the candidate’s familiarity, let alone their proficiency, with the content of the grade levels being taught.  An individual could have a science Major in biology and not have any familiarity with Earth/Space science being taught in the middle level classroom.  The same argument could be made in each of the content areas.

